Hey everybody, this is James Lynch welcoming yotheocommentary for Victors #1.
Please, for the love of Pete, don’t read this lBefa@u read the book, and especially don’t
read this before you read the book and then comghait it contains spoilers. IT'S A
COMMENTARY, FOR F#$% SAKE!!! You read this befoyeu read the issue and I'm
hunting you down and beating you with a sack dithgilbs.

Victors #1 came about for a few reasons. The ffi@ason is because | didn'’t strike it big
with Bliss. As great of a comic as | feel Blissits unrealistic to expect to become the
“next big thing” in comics based on the strengtloné issue. After I'd gotten the first

run of copies of Bliss printed up, | went to Wizaktbrld Chicago (not as an artist, just as
a guy with some books and a portfolio). | drearagditting it big, but | was realistic.

And realistically, |1 had no idea what | was doir§o, yeah, | didn’t really make any
contacts, or anything like that. What | also hadfat trip was a script for Victors #1,
which | told myself if | didn’t hit the Lotto on #t trip was going to be my next project.
And, lo and behold, I didn’t make it big withouyitng. Shocking, | know.

The next reason for doing a book this way was ltdalready done a one-shot. I'd
proven to myself that | could do that. What | wehto try now was a series (preferably
and ongoing, but I'm realistic, and many self-pshé&d books don’t do so well, so I'm
starting with six issues and seeing where it go@® there). Series writing takes a
slightly different skill set, telling a longer siom multiple, equal-sized portions (I
already cheated a little on that, since issue bb&il24 pages instead of the industry
standard 22). When | write, | tend to write thadike a play, with just dialogue and
action, and break it down after that, into pagesgts, and in this case, issues. | had five
good “cliffhangers” in mind, as established isseleds. What | really set out to do with
Victors was to do a sort of an anthology book, eheach issue or story arc would
feature a common team of characters, but | coutdo$Spull a JLU,” where | could pull
together a smaller group of characters (or a sicigggacter) from that group if | wanted
to, and have each issue/arc be stand-alone, bubaddreater tapestry.

Thirdly, I wanted to do a book in color. My whaijeal, and something I'm always very
aware of when working, is that | want to make bottieg | would want to read. I've



written some stories and stuff in the past whehenk I’'m making some great work, but
when I'm done, it feels like a chore to go back asald it. That way lies pretension (and
is, | suspect, a way that some major writers wowknd after all, it's not like I'm just
going to have to read this stuff over once or twitethe amount of time it takes to write,
edit, pencil, color, letter, etc., a book yourgelf almost by yourself), you end up reading
the thing dozens, possibly hundreds, of times. itS3mtter be something you're prepared
to spend a good deal of time with.

Now, why did I do Victors the way | did? | coulde
just leapt right in with a story totally unrelatexthe
earlier Bliss one-shot. And, honestly, when | w&rot
Bliss, | didn’t have any kind of a sequel in mingat(ll
don’t consider this to be a true sequel, but méme o
spin-off. Thematically, and literally, | have ater for
a true Bliss sequel, which could come somewhere
down the road). But | got some really good fee&tbac
on the Bliss one-shot, so it seemed that maybeusin
that character as a bit of a draw to get peoptkdo
new book might not have been a bad idea. Plus, it
would be something familiar to readers, whereas the
rest of the book is a cornucopia of characterspdois
that can perhaps seem a bit daunting (as | sdltkin
Bliss commentary, few of the members of the main
cast of the Victors were created for Bliss/Victasd
instead are pulled from a decade plus’s worth of
writing I'd done).

| had a vague notion of “what if, after Bliss blévg brains out, someone got control of
him and used him as a weapon.” That idea did sauittde corny, but | knew that if

Bliss were ever to return, his return would havedceven more tragic than how he left.

| think | remember Joss Whedon saying somethinggatbose lines in regards to Buffy's
return in season 6 (and | don’t think he meantitréay the viewers, though...).

Ironically, | thought the goofy Ghost of Christnfaast thing that was the “consequence”
of Buffy’s return was one of the lamest things et then that whole season was a bit
of a let down. But | knew that if Bliss were tonge back, he’d have to have become
something worse than what he’d sacrificed himge#top. He’'d have to be a threat not
just to the free will of the entire planet, butth@ continued existence of the planet.



Now, let's hop into the actual
issue. First, the cover. Ah,
the cover. Just look at it. Go
ahead. Now look some more.
Come on, take your time.
You know you want to. Now,
what to say about this cover,
the one you're undoubtedly
still looking at. Wizard
World Chicago 2007 was my
first major convention. | had
no idea what to expect, but |
knew there were a few people
who’d be there who I'd want
to meet (and | got to meet
most of them. Sadly, | missed
John Cassaday, but | feel
incredibly fortunate that | got
to meet Michael Turner
before he passed). And,
honestly, | knew I'd be
kicking myself if | didn’t ask
them if they'd be able to do a
cover or something for one of
my books. | figured the odds
of any of them saying yes
were slim, but hey, it was
worth a shot. Most were
really polite in declining, but
Greg was enthusiastic in
accepting. See, kids, it pays to ask. It realg\that easy (well, then came paying for it.
Having a superstar comics pro do your cover cahroose than your first car). Greg
slotted me into his schedule and we worked out sdeees (one was mostly a rip-off of
one of his Emma Frost covers, one was an odd copasge that | may actually use
myself at some point in the future, and one wastwer you see before you. | didn’t
want to be so crass as to simply say “can you paea hot chick?” but Greg really liked
the idea of an attractive woman in her underwedn am armored gauntlet on). | tell
you, I've geeked out few times more than when Iggoemail saying “I'm finishing up
the latest Ms. Marvel cover and then your covereist.”

You may notice that the corner “shield,” besidemgeedesigned slightly since Bliss, is
in the right hand corner of the cover rather thenttaditional left. That's because |
neglected to mention to Greg that | have a hugeddogo (it's actually still been
shrunken a bit for this first issue), so there vitasnough room in the center for the logo,
nor was there room off to the right for it (Sarah&and would have been over the logo,
making it look like the logo was kind of sandwicHsgtween Sarah’s palm and the



lockers). The only place | could squeeze the logand make sure to at least get the
name “Victors” all on there was in the left handrer, so that's where it went.

Now to move
inside. I'm
not credited
quite as many
times in this
issue as | was
in Bliss (only
8, as opposed
to the 13 on
the inside front
cover of
Bliss), but |
figured | have
at least 5 more
issues of BS credits to give myself, I'd bettergatyself, you know? | also only credit
myself once on the title page. | didn’t want temhadow the accomplishments of my
colorist. One of the things that took so longtfis comic to be produced was that |
hired and fired two colorists before running intg oid friend Dave Foley, who informed
me that he did digital coloring. Yes, | really vt digital coloring. Some guys at the
LCS have differing opinions on the subject, butihk the more modern coloring
techniques look fantastic. So, Dave ended up diiegolors and | think they turned out
looking amazing. | honestly have no idea who DaaBride is, but Dave insisted |
credit him, so there his name is. To my understayde developed the brick texture
that Dave used for the outside of the warehousgage 1.

Okay, andhe thing above the title that little history blurb on the Victors? Notice
anything grammatically odd? It's hard to tell,@mthe font is a small-caps style, but the
word Champions is capitalized (it's also at thetstha line, so even fewer people will
notice). That's a little nod to the original nawfehe team, many years ago, when I'd
totally forgotten that Marvel already had a tearmad that (and apparently now so does
someone else, since Marvel had to rename theinr@tanner Champions book The
Order), and figured I'd probably never actually fisib anything with those characters
anyway. Yeah. So, when | was working on Blidsadl to try and come up with a new
name that worked (though, look at it. “Hall of @maons” works so much better than
“Hall of Victors”). | wanted something similar t&€hampions” that implied that sort of
glorious stature, with maybe a hint of the Marvahmng histories thrown in (as in, the
Silver Age tradition of single-word names, like Axgers, Defenders, Champions...
d’oh!, but sort of the Golden Age tradition of setingratulating names, like the All-
Winners Squad). Victors was the closest | couldeom



Now, to page one All the
dialogue on there? Made up at
the lettering phase. One of the
benefits of lettering your own
stuff, | suppose. I realized that,
much like with Bliss, there was
no dialogue or text of any kind
on the first page or two, and it
didn’t seem to flow right. So, |
threw together some jokes
about porn, dead fish, and
UPS’s. By the way, if you
don’t have a UPS
(uninterrupted power supply)
on your computer, what is your
problem? Seriously? Not only
Is it incredibly convenient to
not lose power to your
computer when there’s a
blackout (at the very least, you
can save and shut down safely),
but they offer much better
surge protection than a stand-
alone surge protector. We had
a lightning strike near my
house a few years back that
fried my dad and brothers’
computers because they only
had dinky little surge
protectors, while my UPS
saved my system from any harm.

For those curious, almost all of the dialogue teiteis done with Anime Ace, a free font
available from Blambot.com. | letter at print size most of the dialogue is a size 6 (6.5
for the “digital” voices, like Geoffrey, or Armoredictor when she’s inside the armor,
which is lettered in Mainframe, also from Blambot).

| should also mention that all the lettering yoe g&eall new. I'd already started lettering
the book before WWC 2007, when the book was hai$fied and in rough “preview”
form. | was using the same lettering method I'ddufor Bliss, and it just didn’t hold up
on the shiny colored art or under a Greg Horn covgenerally hate redoing anything,
but then in February of this year (it's 2008 as Wmiting this, for any people of the
future reading this, with your flying cars and hiats) | had a major hard drive crash and
lost most of the lettered pages for Victors. Thiged me to redo the lettering, and
things turned out all the better for it.



Yellow shirt guy there? | made up a little back story for him that

he’s the only guy in the world that actually wehis USB drive on
the provided lanyard. Loser.

The first couple colorists | had had a problem wlith scene where the guys are
shooting at nothing and get picked off one by oneThey just couldn’t see what was
happening. Dave luckily got it, though he wadtéelidisappointed when | told him it
was bloodless (he really wanted to play with somw aplatter brushes he’d just gotten).



He was also the only one who got the whdikif the fist” thing for thelast panel of
page 3 The other guys sent it to me and it looked &Kest being held near someone’s
head. It just didn’t have the same sense of ungeB@ave not only did a fantastic blur
effect, but he also threw that shadow on the gfags. Things like this are why I'm glad
Dave ended up being my colorist.

Also, yellow shirt guy’s
keysare my keys, including
the little Swiss Army Knife
and blue flashlight, both gifts
from my ex-girlfriend who is
still not the reference for
Lisa.



So, we come tpage 4 Our
little prologue is done, and
we’re now inside the Hall of
Victors. This page is the
only one that remained from
the original lettering attempt.
When | re-lettered the book,
the biggest thing | did was to
get better looking bubble
shapes. Since all the
lettering on this page is in
rectangular boxes, that
wasn’t necessary.

This image is our new version of the mural seen iBliss, which we can now just insert
into shots where we need the mural instead of lgadimedraw it over and over with less
detail and consistency.



Onpage 5 we have Pete, who we may learn is the leastfipdhto be giving this tour,
showing some new recruits around. The new recandsactually based on some of the
people from my LCS. The big guy is named Chadgtinewith the glasses is John (the
owner), and the girl is Dana. | think the likeresactually came out pretty decent, given
that | didn’t have any pictures or anything of themwork from. Pete, as | mentioned in
the commentary for Bliss, is a character
| created a decade or so addere, his
likeness is based on Alan Tudyk
(Firefly, A Knight's Tale, Knocked

Up).

The little floating nameswere something that were in
and out for a while. | wanted to make sure tha¢adt
all of the main characters got named and identified
clearly, but that sort of exposition doesn’t alwégsv
with the dialogue. The name appearing on the acree
when someone new appears is something that is (or
was) common in anime. They also did it in TMNT to
great effect, and | have seen it in some more tecen
comics, so | went ahead and did it. | added tiie li
Victors icon and glow effect to spruce things up.



| know Dave curses my name for making the baseyshigtal (actually, | just said metal.
He’s the one who decided to make it shiny), buéast he made it look good. The first
guy made everything really dark, and the secondngagte the plated walls green and
purples striped. He also gave Pete’s glassesidiéous rainbow effect. It was not

pretty.

Yes, | spent 2
pages on éable
joke. | like
decompressed
storytelling,
especially if it
gives me a wood
joke.



Coming topage 7 we meet Cary
Huggens, aka Eclipse. | know
you're not supposed to have
favorite children, but Cary may be
one of my favorite characters I've
ever created. She also seems to be
the mainest of the main characters
in this arc. That wasn’t intentional.
| honestly wanted this first arc to be
an ensemble piece. Hell, Cary
barely shows up in issue 5. But
while drawing the book, | realized
“I'm drawing Cary an awful lot
here,” looked back on the book, and
realized “Huh. She’s kind of the
main character, isn't she?” She’s
just such a sympathetic character,
which is something that will be
delved into even more if this book
gets to the arc dealing with her past
(and will explain where all the scars
came from). You know, some
people didn’t realize she had the
purple scar on her face in the Bliss
one-shot. | guess since it wasn't
colored, they just thought it was a
shadow or something. Well, here it
is in full, glorious color. There’s
also some reddening around all the
other little scars on her body. And
the scar on her face is actually
based on a scar | have on my side from where bfell scooter and lost a 4x6” chunk of
skin. It's faded and gotten less purple over tharg, which | find to actually be a little
disappointing. What's the point of having a séat's not all prominent and gross?

You might notice that Cary’s hair is a little lomgban in Bliss. This was done
intentionally to show the passing of time. Whédinst created Cary, she had a very
specific reason for not having very long hair (wagive it away just yet, because it plays
into possible future story arcs). It was saidutjig, that her hair would grow out, and,
sure enough, by the time of Bliss, it was pastsheulders. Now it's a decent ways
down her back. See, | do have some attentionttlde

Cary is, for the first time, finally given a
facial likeness model. Henceforth, she’s
based on Kiera Knightley.



For the first time, we see tlhtall
of Victors. |realized that in Bliss,
| showed the team inside the main
hall, but I never had an establishing
shot of the Hall itself. Kinda
boring, right? | was going for a
more functional, utilitarian look for
it, like it was poured as one solid
piece and giving some basic design
features, but | think | erred too far
on the side of “lump of concrete.”
I’'m anxious to add a little more flare to the Haliit that will unfortunately have to wait a
little bit ('m already penciled up through issuevih the current Hall design). | guess
the Hall is slightly influenced by the look of tl®mmand Center/Power Chamber from
the first 5 or so years of Power Rangers,
only more utilitarian.

Now, the other characters on this
page don’t get intros flashed across
the panel Why not? Because, as of
yet, they’re not important enough to
the story. | can’t have just random
names and titles flying all over the
place and cluttering things up for every
little person that pops up. These guys
will all have more prominent roles
coming up, so they’ll get proper
introductions then. For the record,
that’'sLomira Campbellsport (named
after a road sign on the highway from
Milwaukee to Appleton Wisconsin),
Merial Thome (named after Shepard
Book from Firefly, sort of. If you
know the confusion over Book’s name
from the Best Buy preview DVD, you'll get it. Thggly came from a story | wrote where
Sarah and Pete went on a recruiting drive for swgrees, and all the people they



mentioned/encountered were some sort of homadetmain cast of Firefly), and the
big goat guy (Dave’s favorite character, | thirkAiR. Courtney Rose identifies herself
by at least her first name. Her likeness is basedlona Tal (Veronica Mars). Merial is
based on Mos Def. Lomira’s based on a Thai pan sA.R. | tried to base on an actual
goat, but I quickly realized | like my own anthraporphosized interpretation better.
Note the fine coloring work on the bucket of KFCshearrying. Breathtaking. Lomira’s
wearing a Rent shirt, in tribute to the Rent maoeahdtrack, which | must have
watched/listened to a hundred times while workingBdiss.

And man, lettering that conversation between Cad/@ourtney was a bitch. There's a
few conversations in this book where | didn’t wamtlevote a ton of panels to one
conversation, but that meant cramming in a lengttghange in one panel.

Yes,Cary’s nickname for Rodney is “King.”

It's a sick, terrible joke. But it's the kind of

sick, terrible joke that really good friends can
and do share, so it's in there. It also completes
the curse Courtney started a panel earlier.

Rodney’s based on Cirroc Lofton aka
Jake Sisko from Deep Space Nine. A
young, Cirroc Lofton, because Lofton
has since put on some weight and lost
some hair and, fittingly, now actually
more closely resembles Avery Brooks.

When I first brought Cary and Rodney
to the Victors, there was a little bit of
sexual tension there, but it was designed
to quickly subside, and they'd be
nothing but really good friends. Somewhere betwbere and here, | decided that, you
know, maybe there’s something there. Rodney deem o clearly harbor some feelings
for Cary, though he doesn't feel at liberty to apbn them. Cary, of course, has/had a
hopeless crush on Hank (aka Bliss), and is likéhee totally oblivious to Rodney’s
feelings, or just chooses to ignore them and hbeg won't ever interfere with the
friendship (been there).



Ah, the“stealth field.” Basically, | figured the Big Seven would needtcasionally
have a little privacy in their meetings. Firstadf | did add the little announcement in
post, just to clarify what was going on. Secondy®hates the force field. | didn’t
realize this was going to be such an issue. | kti@re're all kinds of ways to get cool
energy effects in Photoshop, and | figured he’'d yusrk something like that out, slap it
over the image, and play with the transparencyt Bave doesn't roll that way. He went
to the effort of figuring out how the light fromefstealth field would interact with the
light from the ceiling and the light from the talaled painstakingly added the various
highlights and shading. | personally think he m#dg harder on himself than he needed
to, but | can’t argue with the results. The mast pefuses to half-ass it. He’'s a whole
ass, or nothing at all.

Nichael is still based on James
Marsden, Cyclops from the X-Men
films. As I've said, he’s a good-looking
actor who can really pull off a great
performance with just his lower face,
which is pretty important for a lot of
masked heroes.

| may have cheated withaby Amanda She should actually be about a
year or older here (she was born around the tincbadil joined the
Victors, which was several months before Bliss dittj this story takes
place 8 months after Bliss “died.” Assuming Bhgas only a Victor for

a month or two, Amanda’d still have to be a yeanimum), but | made
her a little younger to be cuter. This also, hkjiforeshadows Sarah’s
reluctance to have a family later on in the issungl also something that
may come into play in the next story arc (if thisrene) possibly
involving the baby.



See, here I'm being
daring. When 1 first
wrote, and even drew,
this issueThe Little
Mermaid was not
available on DVD. |
find the whole
“Disney Vault”
program to be a
complete load of crap
for this reason. There
should never be a
time when a parent
cannot easily
introduce their children to such a cinematic masése as The Little Mermaid, or Beauty
and the Beast, or any number of others (I stilledmévgotten my hands on a copy of
Snow White). But, by the time | got the book celdband lettered (see my previous notes
about the colorist issues), The Little Mermaid baén available on DVD for over a
year. Crap. |looked briefly at possibly subgiitig another film name, but none seemed
as funny as The Little Mermaid. | don’t know wliys just the funniest titled Disney
film for movie pirates to bootleg. So, | went with Hopefully people will realize that
this story takes place 8 months after Bliss, amttégprior to the release of The Little
Mermaid DVD.

| almost forgot to mention,
Sarah’s based on Emma
Lahana (Power Rangers: Dino
Thunder).



Man, was Dave glad when tharce field shut off.

Ah, Geoffrey. What acantankerous old robot Yeah, the never-seen Geoffrey is
actually a robot. | don’'t know that it's that inpant of a detail, so | don't feel bad about
revealing it in a commentary. It's yet to be egply stated in the comics, but | don’t
think we really need to know that to enjoy the eoéer. His speech boxes are grey
purposely as a tribute to their coloring in Bligdad Bliss been a color book, I'm sure the

speak boxes would have been a real color, but ginggsn’t, and they weren’t, they
continue not to be.



Also, notice the gear-shaped necklace Sarah wddrat's not just
decoration, that’'s actually part of the controlteys for the armor,
making it impossible for anyone but her to acces¥ou might also
notice that she has brown eyebrows. Yup, Sarahttée-blonde. The
curtains, as they say, do not match the carpete\&tee to have any
carpet, that is.

And next we intréShanya Strandet

It's, again, never explicitly stated who
she is, other than the leader (co-leader,
actually) of Hero Force, but if you look
at the context clues, she’s Nichael's
sister, Lisa’s sister-in-law, and
Amanda’s aunt (she also, as mentioned,
has a daughter named Phoenix). Her
hair naturally is green and pink.

Shanya gets special HF name tag |

was going to do all the characters with
the V icon, but then | thought that didn’t
necessarily make sense, given that some
of the characters are not Victors, and
some in fact are members of other
teams. So, Heroes get their special HF
icon, and a golden glow, rather than the
Victors’ blue.

Hero Force, for many years, wore plain

black bodysuits. They were visually

fairly boring, but functional, and since
HF existed primarily as prose, it wasn’t a big lmantte. After more than ten years, |
finally decided to design individual costumes foe Heroes, and boy am | really glad |
did now, because the black suits would have lodiathg as hell on the comic page
(one character actually might be shown wearingiongsue five, but only one, so it's not
as brutal on the eyes).

Shanyads likeness is based dpanielle

Fishel, best known as Topanga on Boy Meets
World. Yeah, a really obscure choice, | know,
but | was really crushing on Topanga back
when | first created this character (which
should show you just how long ago that was).
She still has really cute, elfish features, which
is a good look for Shanya. The lips get to be a
bit big, but what are you gonna do?



Peaking around the corner are @razy Made
Up Accent GuyandEvan, aka Neutron.
CMUAG is modeled after Jason Dohring
(Veronica Mars), because he looks kind of like
a guy | knew in college who was basically the
inspiration for the character. The guy’s name
was Neil, he was British, and was one of those
don’t-give-a-fuck, say-anything kind of guys.
Even more so than me, if you can believe it. |
call the character in the book Crazy Made Up
Accent Guy because | really don’t want him to
necessarily be British, but to have a vaguely
Western European accent, much in the same
way that characters like Destro from Gl Joe
have an indistinct Eastern European accent. Hesghlly a character that's there to be
able to say all the really raunchy, “inappropriagetts of things that I'm always
thinking/saying. It's true that every author rggluts part of themselves into each
character they write. CMUAG gets that part of im&t says/does all the shit that causes
people around me to both laugh and cringe, andtaopthat is so that it doesn’t seep too
much into other characters. He’s both hilariouai{\fior future issues), and taking one
for the team.

Evan is not meant to be a likable guy. In facts leecomplete douche. That's why his
name is Evan, because in my experience, all pe@pteed Evan are complete douches.
He even speaks ill of Shanya'’s hair! So | thouglito’s the biggestiouchein the

world, a completelynlikable A-hole who's creepily effeminate? | of course
immediately thought oRyan Phillippe.

Here’sLisa. Her name getslaack glow (yeah, kinda
contradictory, no?), because she is very much ffibaed
with any team. That's also why she has no iconrakher
name, and no code name listed (consequently, fien gi
name is in the larger font size usually reservedtfe
characters’ code name).

Lisa’s wearing the same outfit she wore

in her appearance in Bliss | wanted to
give a sense of familiarity to elements that
were coming back from Bliss, so not only
does Lisa show up, she happens to be
wearing the exact same clothes she wore
eight months earlier.



The little “uniform” argument is indicative of a slight obsession | have witmaatics
and literalism. This drives many of my co-workatgs. If you think about it, almost
everything that’s said in the world could be takeany different ways if you look at
things literally or with a different definition @ahe words being used. A costume, really,
is something that you wear to pretend to be somgtyou’re not. A policeman’s

uniform is not a costume, because he’s really &@amlan. A ballerina’s swan suit is a
costume, because she’s really not a swan. The swhgrthough, is not a uniform,
because it's not the same as what all the otheredarare wearing. The policeman’s
uniform is a uniform, because all the other pobffecers dress exactly the same way. A
superhero’s suit is more like a police uniformhistrespect. It's the garb of their day-to-
day profession, something worn for the line of dutihey’re not pretending to be
superheroes, it's what they really are (if you arelre to wear a superhero suit, though,
that would be a costume). But, unless you havestiany like the Fantastic Four or the
New Mutants or the Challengers of the Unknown, gugmes don't all dress the same,



either (though the previously mentioned original $ifts would likely qualify as

uniforms, which may be where Shanya’s getting tbedidea from). | guess I'd be
willing to call superhero suits “outfits.” | dorthink there’s any derogatory connotations
there.

Lisa’s still Charisma Carpenter
and not my ex-girlfriend.

Ah, continuity. That sweet bitch of a
mistress. Hopefully, thessmmments by
Shanyawon't throw off new readers (which
is pretty much everyone), but instead give a
sense of depth to even these guest characters
(because there really is a deeper story
behind each one). Shanya was married, for
a little less than a year, to a girl named
Holly, who realized they'd gotten married
too young and that she wanted to be able to
sow some wild oats before settling down.
Also, the “best friend” she references as
being dead is in fact Sara Merson-Lynch, a
former member of Hero Force. She’ll be
alluded to again in future issues (that will
come out. | know she’s mentioned in issue
5 for sure, and all 6 issues of this first arc Wl released. I've already sunk too much
money into this book to turn back now).

| really like this shot of Sarah flying Here she is, seen for the
first time in all her armored glory (remember, siexer wore
her helmet in Bliss), and that’s just a money sbane. | really
dig the energy orbs that her jets are putting @iy giving

her a sense of elegant, graceful floating, rati@n thrusting or
hovering. That last thought makes sense to meyayy



of being a World Duck Hunt Champion.

“Which I'm pretty sure is not a
real thing” was added in the
lettering phase. Actually, it was
added in the second lettering. The
previously mentioned additional
dialogue (on page 1 and 2) was
added for the preview version |
showed off at Wizard World
Chicago '07, but this little aside
was snuck in right before going to
press. I'm not sure why | added it
in, maybe it's a bit more laugh-
out-loud funny that the absurdity

That is what
we call the
Hopper. If |
can ever work
in the take-off
sequence for
that thing,
you'll see why.
| wanted a
distinct flying
vehicle for the
team that
would not be
evocative of
anything like
the Quinjet, X-
Jet/Blackbird,
or Fantasticar.
| went a little
more rounded
and bug-like. |
think it may
have some
Firefly
influences in
there.



More little Easter Eggs that it's unlikely anyongt Ime will get: those guys running
through the warehouse are wearihgerclear High School letter jackets Everclear is
the alma-mater of Nichael and Lisa Strander.

And here we have another one of thisie superhero argumentsl have. More just a
comment, really. These guys shoot at Cary, thetotkill her, but if she were to respond
in kind, suddenly she’d be the bad guy. Wheregsjtistice in that? | guess the whole
thing of it is that a character like Cary cleargnancapacitate and subdue opponents like
these without resorting to lethal measures, scssimeder an obligation to not use lethal
measures. But, if the threat were, say, a giaatesplien that launched poisonous spears
at her, and she were to catch one with her TK hralt it back, she’d be heroic for doing
that. Her opponent’s intent is exactly the samieath cases, and she responds the same
way, but the perception of her and her action®ry different. Is it because the giant
alien is a greater threat? What if the person shg@at her was Hitler? He’s not greater
of a physical threat than a pair of high schooledés, but she’'d be considered damned
heroic if she telekinetically pushed a bullet thgbhwHitler's head. Maybe one of these



kids will grow up to be the next Hitler. | gueas ljust waxing philosophically at this
point (that was my major in college), but | do gnfbinking about these things and
perhaps getting other people to think about thésygh most readers will probably gloss
over that line without giving it a second thought.

The building is green because

it's green. You can tell how
awesome it is, because it's a sickly
pea green color. Dave sent me an
email when he colored the scene
that he was darkening the color
because it was nighttime. Come
on, that warehouse could glow in
the dark.

And the much bally-hooeDark
Effector finally makes an
appearance And he gets a full-on
big-sized name, cuz, reverse of
Lisa, he has no real name.



Those two guys Rodney drops?
Those are the same guys that
tried to come after Lisa at the
beginning of Bliss Some people
just never learn.

Thesound effectwhen Cary tosses the guy into the wall has a cadbeme sampled
from theKa-Blam comic template The template is a layer in Photoshop that shaws
the proper size and resolution that your files &théwe when you send them to the printer



(at least for Ka-Blam). It also shows you the @nopleed areas. Anything in the red
boarder is pretty much guaranteed to be trimmed/aarad anything in the yellow area is
possibly at risk, and the open area is the liva,sse that's where anything you can’t risk
losing should be on the page.

Some people don't thinRliss
showingup is a surprise. He’s
heavily alluded to earlier in the
issue, and actually appeared on the
original cover of the book (not in
this context. It was a Justice
League homage that featured Bliss
in the place of Superman). The
thing is, Bliss appearing wasn't
really supposed to be the surprise.
It was more of a “what the hell is
up with him? What's going on

with his head?” In fact, I've
actually had some people say thing
to me like “I could totally tell Bliss
was going to show up.” And my
response is usually something like,
“Well, yeah, but did you notice the
condition he’s in?” And they're

like “Yeah, what the hell was up
with that? What's the deal there?”



| want to talk a little about th&Vhy Wait for the Trade?” section. While all the
information contained therein should hopefully b# explanatory, | want to talk about
the reasons for the section existing in the fitat@. The whole thing came about
because | wanted to do 22 page stories. 22 padks industry standard length for
regular issues of monthly comic books, and | wandgorove that | can tell stories in 22
page increments. Also, for the most part, thedssf Victors naturally seemed to flow
into roughly 22 page segments (issue 5 is a latdfeat, as it's 24 pages and is still a
little slimmed down from how | originally had wauit&). However, comic books print

in increments of 4. Paper is printed on both satesthen folded in half, so you've got
multiples of four to work with in terms of issuenfgths. Therefore, I'd have to have at
least 24 printed pages. Ideally, I'd like to havietters page (I love letters pages and
miss them terribly), but | haven’t gotten nearlyegh written feedback on the books yet
to put together a respectable letters page. | alsbmention in the section itself, hate
how the collected editions of books give you mtwantthe individual issues. It's like
you're being penalized for buying the individuadugs and supporting the book along the
way. And really, isn’'t the extra stuff the sortstblff that real hardcore readers want to
know, but aren’t trades really meant for the masual readers (the kind who can go six-
months to a year before catching up on what'’s lggémg on in a book, rather than the
guys who wait in agony every thirty days to find pust what will happen next)? No
wonder readers are increasingly “waiting for treele.” Well | say nuts to that. Readers
should be rewarded for supporting books all alorag,punished. So I'm throwing as
much extra crap as | can into each issue as a isgymg thanks to my readers, the ones
who support me issue to issue and help make satéhd books may be around long
enough to eventually have a collected edition. \ihaws, maybe | won’t even put the
bonus materials into the trade (when you're selflishing, every extra page counts, and
because trades are perfect bound rather than sstddheed, page counts only have to be
in multiples of two).

So, that about wraps up the commentary for issulehd a blast working on this issue,
even if, at times, producing it made me want tonmjpown hair out, tie it into a ball, stick
that ball into a sock, and run down the streeirtgtpeople with it.

I'll see you guys back here as soon as Victorss#iished. Trust me, we’re working as
fast as we can on it, because we want to see velpgieins, too.



